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of weft in front of it, up to the edge of the cloth which
is being woven. The reed then recedes for some 5 in.
for another pick of weft, which is beaten up, and so the
weaving proceeds. The loom has also other minor appli-
ances. For instance, one stops the loom when the weft-
thread breaks, and another stops it when the supply of
weft runs out of the shuttle. A third enables different
kinds of weft, automatically inserted in the cloth by
means of shuttles (each of which contains a different kind
of weft), to be thrown across the loom in any required
order.
The Weaving Shed.
The weaving shed (Figs. 62 and 63) is a most interesting
sight, often containing 1,000 looms. The rattle of the
machinery is almost indescribable to a visitor, yet
to the busy operative it is hardly realized. The shuttle
in each loom often passes across the sley 200 times a
minute, and a single loom will often weave 200 yd. of
cloth in one week. This, of course, varies considerably
according to the kind of cloth which is being made. The
art of weaving is one which requires considerable skill,
the wages earned varying from 2os. to 363. (for four
looms) per week, according to the number of looms which
the operative controls, and the class of goods which are
being produced. The number of looms operated by one
weaver varies from two to six, the average being three
to four. The shed and the preparing departments are
directed by a manager, who is a thoroughly experienced
man with great technical knowledge, and an economical
administrator who has to keep strict eyes on the details of
expenditure. The weavers are controlled by an over-
looker, who is responsible for the work which is turned
out by a section of the looms, varying from 60 to 100,
according to the class of cloth which is being made. The
overlooker, or tackier, sees to loom repairs, to the looms
being supplied with warps, correctly gaited, etc., and
he has an interest in doing all he can to keep up the
production and therefore also the earnings of the weavers.